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FAITH FORMATION:

OUR PURPOSE REMAINS THE SAME

BY CAROL WEHRHEIM

In the process of cleaning
out files and shelves in my
office, I came across three
large binders with the
magazine, Colloquy,
published by the United
Church of Christ Board for
Homeland Ministries in the
late 1960s and early 1970s.
The magazine had a seven-
year run, a rather biblical
number. Each issue was
devoted to a topic:
mysticism, public education,
youth, shalom, generations,
poverty, celebration and
worship, world education
crisis, business, science
fiction, intentional Christian
education, television and
children, education as
discovery, education for
liberation, effective learning,
creativity and learning, the
church school (with several
articles about learning
centers), However, as I have
reflected over what I see in
these files and magazines and
what [ have written and done
in over forty years as a
church educator, I realized
that the broad strokes haven’t

Whether it is spiritual
development or faith
formation, we are
about helping others
become the most
faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ that they
can be.

changed all that much. I think

we still take our mandate

from Ephesians 4:11-13:
The gifts he gave were that
some would be apostles,
some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, until all of
us come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to
maturity, to the measure of
the full stature of Christ.

Whether we call them
learning centers or the
rotation workshop model,
whether it is education or

learning, whether it is
spiritual development or faith
formation, we are about
helping others become the
most faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ that they can be.
And the church has been
doing that for years in a
myriad of ways. Our methods
change as times change; our
specific goals change as
cultures change. However,
with a sigh of relief, we
remember that it is not solely
in our hands. Finally, it is the
work of the Holy Spirit who
calls us, every one of us, to
ministries in the church and
gives us the necessary gifts to
develop and perform them.
Thanks be to God!
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