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1. What is the theological perspective of the publisher? Locate the About Us tab on the publisher’s
website (or Statement of Faith or What We Believe or Theological Understandings, or words to that
effect) and be sure to read the fine print.

2. Locate key Bible stories such as the Creation and Fall, the Crucifixion, and Jesus’ Resurrection.
How is the male/female relationship portrayed in the creation of Adam and Eve? How is “dominion
over the earth” described? What does it tell children about sin? Is there reference to Jesus’ blood
and if so, is it more for adults than for concrete-thinking children? How is death described? Is it
straight-forward or too descriptive? What other questions are important for you to ask about these
stories?

3. How is Jesus portrayed? God (particularly in the Creation Story)? The Holy Spirit (particularly in the
Story of Pentecost)? Is this in keeping with your denomination’s/congregation’s beliefs and
traditions (see #5)?

4. How are skin colors portrayed in the pictures? Are they all white or do they match the actual skin
color of the ethnicity of the biblical characters?

5. While there are stereotypes (gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, abilities, for instance)
in the Bible due to the cultures of the time, is it implied that they are to be lived out today? Are
there any implied value judgements for today?

6. Are biblical themes that match the beliefs of your denomination lifted up? For instance, the United
Church of Christ values peace, justice, diversity, and welcoming all. Is there any interpretation used
that the child will have to unlearn as they grow up?

7. Are stories about women in the Bible included?

8. Is the language used inclusive? (i.e. when humanity or a group of people are referenced, is the
term used representative of all of humanity or just males or other specific dominant or powerful
groups?)

9. What adjectives are used in reference to other cultures? (for example, words that imply less-than
or an unrealistic description of the actual culture such “savage” or “primitive,” for instance).

10. What is the copyright date? Think of the events that have shaped our cultural understandings of
people and places in reference to that and what it might mean for the interpretation and
presentation of the biblical stories chosen for this particular Bible.

11. Which Bible stories have been chosen for this particular edition? Are there any stories that are key
to your congregation’s/denomination’s beliefs and values that are left out? Are there any that are
included that you believe should not be presented to young children until they are older (Noah’s
Ark, for instance)?

12. What age children will be using this Bible? Will they be reading it themselves or hearing it read by
an adult? If choosing a Bible storybook for a toddler, is it solidly constructed (a board book)? Are
the illustrations both appealing for the age(s) you are focusing on and faithful to the biblical text?
Are there resources for older children to use (maps, glossary, commentary, etc.)? Are there
questions to ponder and information to help parents use this Bible effectively with their children? Is
the translation or re-telling of the stories appropriate for the age(s) of the children? You may want
to check with your pastor to see if your final selection is aligned with your congregation’s and
denominations theology.
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